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H. NICHOLAUS VON DER FLUE
(1417-1487)

NICHOLAUS VON DER FLUE, after some years spent in military service,
returned to his native country, Switzerland, settled down on his estate,
married and became the father of ten children. After the death of his
wife, and having provided for all his family in life, he became a hermit,
and for twenty years led a very mortified existence, and acquired a great
local reputation for sanctity. At his death, his tomb became a place of
pilgrimage, and many miracles have been attributed to his holy inter-
cession. He was Canonized by Pope Pius XII, May 4, 1947.

MAY 14
ST GEMMA GALGANI
(1878-1903)
ST GEMMA GALGANI appears to belong to that large number of Canonized
persons whose mission it was to attain to extraordinary sanctity while
living in the world, and chiefly by the most difficult way of cheerfully
accepting the heavy disappointments of life as so many manifestations of
God's holy will. But in addition to the successful accomplishment of this
exalted ideal, the subject of this narrative was largely instrumental in
preparing the way for the establishment of a Convent in her native town,
one devoted to the Passion of our Lord, and constantly offering up its
prayers, works and sufferings for the needs of the Church and its Vicar on
earth.
Gemma Galgani was born at Camigliano, near Lucca, on March 12,
1878. She was the eighth child of Henry Galgani and Aurelia his wife.
About a month after her birth the family removed to Lucca where Signer
Galgani had a thriving business as a chemist. Little Gemma learnt the
rudiments of Christian piety from her parents, for the household was a
thoroughly devout one, and it was by her mother's side in the Parish
Church that she came to appreciate the awful and mystic significance of
the Holy Mass: " The only true thing left in our time," as even the anti-
Catholic historian Carlyle once described it1 Not long after the death of
this excellent mother, Gemma went to the Convent School of the Sisters of
St Zita in the town. It was in more senses than one a very suitable school
1 See " Jewels of the Mass/' by Percy Fitzgerald, M.A. (Burns, Gates & WasKbonnxe}.